RESEARCH ASSOCIATE POSITION IN GLOBAL CHANGE MICROBIOLOGY
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Research Associate 1-Biological Science (Job code: 7165) (Pay range: 61)
Description:   A Research Associate is sought to fill a key position in the study of Arctic microbial populations in thawing permafrost, contributing to a collaborative project “Pathways to carbon liberation: a systems approach to understanding carbon transformations and losses from thawing permafrost” with the Universities of Stockholm (Sweden), New Hampshire and Florida State (United States), and Queensland (Australia). Our focus is microbial mediation of carbon cycling at the discontinuous southern edge of the permafrost, a sentinel ecosystem for global change with significant positive feedback potential. We are working in collaboration with biogeochemists who are measuring ecosystem- and plot-level fluxes and isotope ratios of carbon gases, and modelers who are distilling the systems-level insights generated by this data for predictive purposes. The research associate will be involved in “-omics” data generation and analyses. In addition they will work as part of the international collaborative team, developing an interdisciplinary perspective and vocabulary. 
Summary of Duties:  Processing sensitive peat soils from the thawing permafrost gradient we study; this includes nucleic acid and protein extraction from humic-laden soils for generation of metagenomes, metatranscriptomes, and metaproteomes. Requires quality control of extracted biomolecules, rigorous organization and attention to detail, and data management. There is also the potential opportunity to travel to and work at the field site in Arctic Sweden (for about 6 weeks/year). Depending on interest, there is also the potential for involvement in informatic analyses of datasets generated.
Required Qualifications: MS in Molecular Biology, Microbiology, or related field
[bookmark: _GoBack]Desired Qualifications:  Strong experience in either microbial molecular biology, particularly nucleic acid and/or protein extractions from environmental samples, or computational biology/bioinformatics and statistics. Suitable candidates will have Masters degree and research experience in microbiology, molecular biology, or related field. Strong communication skills needed.  The ideal candidate will have experience working with RNA. 
Target Salary: $29,844 - $58,656 annually (at 1.0 FTE), commensurate with experience. 
This position is rich with opportunities: immersion in cutting-edge, interdisciplinary molecular microbiology focused on global change questions; the potential for travel to (a) an annual project workshop with the other groups involved for intensive interdisciplinary science, (b) the field site in Arctic Sweden, (c) the Australian Centre for Ecogenomics to train with our collaborators; participation in manuscript writing; co-mentoring students. The researcher will also have the opportunity and framework for engaging with large and vibrant community of biologists at the Ohio State University. 

To apply: select position XXXX at http://hr.osu.edu/jobs. 
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