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Do you know any of 
the authors and if so 
what do you think of 
their work?

Is the journal and 
publisher reputable?

Can you understand 
the title?

Where do the 
authors work?  
Reputable?  
Renowned?

Is the corresponding 
author the head of 
the lab?  Or, a new 
emerging 
investigator?  Or, 
something else?

How long did it take 
their manuscript to 
get published?  
Revisions likely?



Main finding 
(use a declaritive statement)

Transcription can be 
programmed over 1000-fold 

range in moss, using promoters 
from other critters!

(an illustrative figure would be nice here 
but the paper doesn’t have one!)



Primary evidence
(show & explain the most important data)



Main weakness
(what’s the biggest problem?)

No direct measures of gene 
expression.  Impossible to know 

how much expression is going on.  
Would be good to see RNA or 

protein quantitation



Future work
(what needs to happen next)

1. Quantify and calibrate 
aboslute expression levels

2. Develop standard promoter 
junctions that work with 

most / all coding sequences



Related reading
(what will you read next?)
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