Tips to winning scholarships/fellowships:

· Start Early.  Many of these applications require essays, and a winning application will demand many revisions and a lot of time.  Having to stay up all night to finish the application the day before it is due is not a recommended path to success.

· Find a Faculty Mentor.  It’s important to have someone who understands these applications and who is going to be willing to read drafts and offer suggestions. Ideally this would be someone familiar with your research, since many of these applications are focused on explaining your research.

· Look at Previous Winner’s Applications.  Many of these are available in the University Fellowship Office, but you can also try directly contacting past winners and asking for their help.  Also, just googling will often bring up tips on many scholarships and examples.

· Don’t Use Jargon.  Usually the people reading these applications will have a science/engineering background, but they will not be familiar with the exact topics you are studying.  Pretend you have to explain this to your roommate who is a civil engineer or to a friend who is a chemistry major.

· Write to the Requirements.  Generally each scholarship lists unique selection criteria.  It is very important that you keep these criteria in mind when writing your essays.  Each of you have many different qualities that you could write about.  Choose the ones that will make you stand out as the perfect fit for this particular scholarship.

· Reuse Material – But Be Careful.  It is ok and even recommended to reuse parts of essays for different competitions, but always keep the previous tip in mind.

· Finding Recommendations.  Give your recommendation writers at least a month in advance if possible, and always tell them the deadline is one week prior to the real one.  When asking for recommendations, find people with name recognition and Full Professor status when possible.  In most cases, you do not want a graduate student writing a recommendation.  Also, don’t be shy – it is ok to ask people if they feel comfortable giving you an excellent recommendation.  It does neither you nor the faculty member any good to waste time with “average” recommendations.  Also, always give them an updated copy of your resume and a copy of the specific selection criteria for your scholarship.

· Avoid Excessive ‘I’ or ‘me.’  But you can use them occasionally.

· Make essays visually pleasing. Use images when possible. Use white space to your advantage – reviewers will be reading many essays and the easier you make your essay to read, the better.

· Meet all Deadlines and Requirements. Check what documents you will need well ahead of time. Some scholarships require that GRE scores be sent; this can take a long time. Others require official transcripts or other items.

Tips specific to the NSF (some tips courtesy of Dr. Tim Simpson – ME dept.):

· Pick a Professor at a Grad School.  During your graduate school search, you will have begun to contact possible professors whose research you find interesting. See if any of these people are willing to help you with the proposed plan of research essay.

· Stress Community Outreach.  An important quality that the NSF looks for is the desire to bring science to the general population.  Stress any current activities that relate to this as well as anything you would like to do in the future. 

· Be Specific.  Be as specific as possible in your essays when describing your qualifications or giving examples of your achievements. Emphasize what distinguishes you from other applicants.

· Cite References.  Make sure you cite references to back up your essays.  This also helps to prove your understanding of your field.

· 4 essays required:  Benefiting Society, Why you want to be an Engineer, Previous Research Experience, Proposed Plan of Research.

· Plan of Research Essay:

· Identify the research issue that you plan to study; explain why it is worth studying and the potential benefits to society that could result from your research.

· Outline the stages of your research, including tasks such as lit review, theoretical or empirical analysis, experimental validation, etc.

· Describe the technical background that will be necessary to conduct your proposed research plan and try to relate your background to this. Also list courses available at your chosen grad school that will provide you with this background – this can be general.

· Identify your future career goals (i.e. teaching, academic research, industrial research, etc.) and explain how your proposed research plan will prepare you for it. Make sure to include outreach somehow.

· Previous Research Experience:

· Be as specific as possible in discussing your past research projects and what you learned from each of these experiences.

· Don’t be afraid to use the appropriate technical language, but again, watch for jargon. Define terms only used in your field.

· Intellectual Merit Criterion
The intellectual merit criterion includes demonstrated intellectual ability and other accepted requisites for scholarly scientific study, such as the ability (1) to plan and conduct research; (2) to work as a member of a team as well as independently; and (3) to interpret and communicate research findings. Panelists are instructed to consider: the strength of the academic record, the proposed plan of research, the description of previous research experience, the appropriateness of the choice of references and the extent to which they indicate merit, Graduate Record Examinations (GRE) General and Subject Tests scores, and the appropriateness of the choice of institution for fellowship tenure relative to the proposed plan of research. 

· Broader Impacts Criterion
The broader impacts criterion includes contributions that (1) effectively integrate research and education at all levels, infuse learning with the excitement of discovery, and assure that the findings and methods of research are communicated in a broad context and to a large audience; (2) encourage diversity, broaden opportunities, and enable the participation of all citizens-women and men, underrepresented minorities, and persons with disabilities-in science and research; (3) enhance scientific and technical understanding; and (4) benefit society. Applicants may provide characteristics of their background, including personal, professional, and educational experiences, to indicate their potential to fulfill the broader impacts criterion.

Tips specific to NDSEG:

· Check Categories. You must choose a specific category under which to apply. Some categories have higher chances of receiving an award than others.

· Read Current Research.  The people choosing winners for these awards come from the different military research programs. Read what kind of current research is being conducted and try to relate your future research plans to these projects.

