Scheduled Agenda:

7:30-7:40: Quick announcements

7:40-9:00: Narrow down our project topics to two. This will be decided upon a few anonymous ballots to narrow down the selection followed by a discussion. Some things to consider: Is it simple? Is it possible in 10 weeks? Can it be divided up into smaller sub projects? If one part fails, can we still achieve success? Corporate funding? Long-term prospects? Previous iGEM and non-iGEM work?

Quick announcements: 

Everyone should have a proposal in the process of being submitted. You should follow the schedule for more detail:

2/17 - First draft (Tuesday)

2/19 - Second draft (Thursday)

2/21 - Submit all 9 grants to Nghi & Thinh (Saturday)

2/23 - Deadline to submit to Stanford (Monday)

Narrowing down the project:

We started with 10 projects

Suzie Telomeres

Anusuya Carbon sequestration

Ariana Unnatural amino acids 

Robert Virus engineering

Joseph Bioluminescence 

Ming Degrading plastics

Michael Tic-Tac-Toe / Quorum Sensing

Mark Novel Biochemistry 

Leon RNAbased regulation systems

Bobby Novel Methods of Drug Delivery (Will be discussed next meeting)

After long discussion, each student and grad mentor was asked to vote for his or her top three choices. This narrowed down the project selection to:

1. RNA-based gene regulation

2. Virus engineering

3. Energy efficiency in Photosynthesis

4. Degrading plastics

In addition, it is recommended that you incorporate (if possible) the concept of quorum sensing, and bioluminescence, as they both received many votes but cannot stand alone as a project – it must be combined with any one of the above.

Each group is asked to choose any one of these projects to further flush out. 

For example, if you are given a project with a biosynthesis pathway, you must identify what genes, promoters, etc. are essential to build a working system. In addition, you must also consider if this is possible in our host (whichever it may be). EX: Many genes cannot be expressed in E. coli, so please research this. REMEMBER: Don’t forget to consider the topics that are mentioned at the top of this page. Good luck and see you next week!
