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Introduction:


Materials:
· Mouse cages
· Bedding
· Chow
· Water bottle
· Identity Card

· Ear punch
· Pen and paper


Separating Mice
1. Prepare at least two cages with normal mouse chow, bedding and a water bottle and designate each cage as male or female (Be sure to shake bottle to ensure that the bottle dispenses and is not blocked)
2. Remove mouse from cage by grabbing its tail. Place the mouse on top of cage and by holding up its tail, determine the sex. (Be careful when lifting off the top of the cage as mice at this age are very agile and can jump out of the cage. ) 
3. A female mouse (doe) has a genital area (the vagina or urethra) that is much closer to the anus (the opening directly under the tail). The urethra is usually within about 1/4 inch. A male mouse (buck) has a genital area (penis) much farther away from the anus than in females. To validate the sexing, you may want to compare two mice side-by-side. Place mouse in a new cage depending on its gender. Only five mice are allowed per cage.
4. Place identity card on each cage, indicating cage number, sex, no. of mice, D.O.B and genetic background of mouse.
5. Leave mice to calm down for a least an hour before tagging.
Tagging Mice
1. Rub hands in bedding of cage to acquire the scent of the mice.
2. Remove a mouse by its tail and place on top of cage and scruff.
3.  Tag the ear as appropriate. Our lab using the tagging system below.
4. Record tag ID and cage number in mouse log. Example of mouse log given below.
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CAGE 24

mouse sex parents DOB Genotype color breeder sac notes Other

241 (.   ) F 11 & 12 3/31/2010 Black

242 (   .) F 11 & 12 3/31/2010 Black

243 (.  .) F 11 & 12 3/31/2010 Black

244 (   :) F 11 & 12 3/31/2010 Black

245 (    ) F 11 & 12 3/31/2010 Black



Kif3a (+/+)



Kif3a (fl/+)



Kif3a (fl/+)



Kif3a (fl/fl)



Kif3a (+/+)


