
Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can change the world. 

Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.
Margaret Mead

US anthropologist & popularizer of anthropology (1901 - 1978)



Empowerment



BoP DIY



Health

Economy

Standard of living

Economy

Environment



the “base of the pyramid” is the largest, but 

poorest socio economic group

in global terms, this is the 2.5 billion people 

Clients

in global terms, this is the 2.5 billion people 

who live on less than $2.50 per day



Client Communities



History

Climate

Population

Incomes

Prices of local goods and services

Community Profile - Wiki

Prices of local goods and services

Energy situation

Water situation

Waste situation

Work/living challenges

Current technologies in use

NGO presence and focus

Photo gallery



Solar still

Biodigester

Solar oven

Solar water heater

Biosand water filter

Silver colloidial water filter

Rainwater harvesting system 

Gray water system

Potential DIY Solutions

Gray water system

Water pump

Drip irrigation system

Wind turbine

Improved cook stove

Appropriate technology refrigerator

Solar light/cell phone charger

Brick making machine

Seed press

Sheller



Fundamental need

Risk

Economics

Availability of tools and materials

Transitional 

Simplicity of construction

Considerations

Simplicity of construction

Culture

Tangible positive impact

Builder is the beneficiary

The  “Gracias a Dios” factor

Currently inaccessible for sellers

Currently inaccessible for users

Perception of sophistication

Habits 

Scalability

Maintenance



Steps

Decide 
what and 

where
Research

Design

Build

Redesign



www.invennovations.com

http://www.thekopernik.org/

http://other90.cooperhewitt.org/

Resources

http://other90.cooperhewitt.org/

http://www.villageearth.org/index.htm 






