Monroe Lab

 General Lab Meeting - November 21, 2007


--Start—
Attendance:

WTM

Rick

Chris

Hali

John

Letorah

Chad

Sarah

Nic

WTM:

· We need someone to take minutes at meetings.
· Everybody needs to send weekly updates to WTM, needs to know what we're doing, include hours worked for undergrads.
· Go to openwetware.org, create an account for yourself.
· Search for "Monroe" to find our site.
· Be professional about it.
· Some really good grad schools on the site, could check out your profile if you mention it in an interview, etc.
· Put up data, protocols on the site.
· Lab supplies, inventories also on the site and should be updated. 
 

 

WTM: Get some feedback on how tasks are working, additional information or tasks necessary, etc.

Chris:

· Going well, pipettors sometimes stay down because I can't come in.
Rick:

· Pipettors really shouldn't be left out at work stations.
Chris: 

· A Lot of things, I don't know what they are or where they go. I guess I could throw them away, random notes... I don't know, random things just kind of pile up. 
· Also, we have razor blades laying around through-out.
WTM: 

· Razor blades shouldn't be laying out, but we do have them at workstations where they're needed. My advice on that would be to keep them out of site, or keep them tucked away somewhere safe.
· By and large, lab looks good, longest time it's stayed clean. 
· At some point, I'm just gonna come through and throw things away.
· Letorah, how's inventory going…? We need to have some idea of how much fluid is left. What's the easiest way to keep tabs on these things? If it's easier to see it graphically in an excel spreadsheet, let me know. By next week, lets have an idea. 
Rick:

· We did run out of gloves… small, nitrile gloves last week.
WTM:

· These tasks should have had time periods, just about all of these should be weekly.
Letorah:

· Question about tips - there's long boxes and separate ones.
WTM:

· Long tips are used for cell culture and that's under Sarah.
Rick:

· I think the way Julianne wanted to do it is to have a cell-specific box of tips. We want at least half of one of the cases - 500 tips.
WTM:

· I think we always want a case in reserve.
Rick:

· So when we get into our last box, order 2 more. We also need them for cell culture as well.
WTM:

· I don't mind buying extra for things like that, since they don't go bad.
· Sarah - how's cell culture stuff going?
Sarah:

· Not bad, placed an order with VWR.
· My inventory is for unopened things, not things that are open and in use.
WTM:

· Only thing we need to keep inventory of down to level of fluids in an open bottle is the big solvents.
· How are we identifying when we need to order something? Everyone is familiar with U-Stores…?
*Those who aren't here… make sure you're familiar with procedures for Ustores.

 

 Rick:

· I don't like to order something on backorder form Ustores, because you never know when you're getting it in, you may never.
WTM:

· The supplies file that you're updating is this one on the desktop…? (Yes)
· Hali - Wash area.
Hali:

· It seems pretty straight forward, it's ok.
WTM:

· Was Megan here last time? Went over hazardous mat.s with her? (Yes)
· Any issues we need to ask Leah about?
Rick:

· I'm not sure if she's checking the water filter…
WTM:

· John… cell incubator?
John:

· Good, we're using the big autoclave for the water in the incubator.
Rick:

· Wants an actual log at the actual Gas tank, some kind of physical table at the tank.
· Gas, what type, pressure, date
WTM:

· I think we want one log sheet per tank.
· Anything we need to check with Mike (computer issues)?
Chris:

· [hutch computer] needs to be defragmented.
WTM:

· I also want him to be backing up some of these computers. If you're acquiring your own data, though, be sure to back-up your own data, personally responsible for it. 
· Any other lab tasks we're missing? No…? Let me know.
 

 

WTM:

· Let me talk about upcoming conferences:
· IBE - Deadline Dec 1
· March 6th - 9th
· Fly into Raleigh, NC; meeting in Chapel Hill
· Good meeting, small, friendly
· Submitting abstracts
· Only do so when work is done or almost done
· Stay on safer side, write abstracts closer to what's already been done
· Budget doesn't allow for all of us to go
· If presenting, he'll help defray expenses
· Grad school has funds, too
· BESO supports some students - should be all but $300 for 17 students
· Other conferences
· Houston Conference on Biomedical Engineering Research Feb 7,8 [Thurs, Fri]
· Hsemb.org
· Tyler is submitting an abstract
· WTM wrote one for Rick
· Deadline for abstract has passed
· Reasonable registration fee
· Student rate - $75
· More biomedical than IBE would be - orthopedic, medical imaging applications
· You can check out the website and see last year's talks
· PittCon [pittcon.org]
· More chem oriented, analytical chem especially
· In NOL March 1st-7th
· Huge meeting - b/t 5-10,000 attendees
· Companies, vendors show up to promote themselves, recruit
· Great way to catch personnel and grill them if something they sell/do isn't working the way it's supposed to
· Unsure about rates, may be good student opportunities
· Will be talking to some of you about putting together abstracts
· I think we have one more lab meeting - last day of classes, that Friday. Maybe we'll do a happy hour after. Technically it's dead week, so if you can't come, that's fine.
· We need to think about keeping up cell culture over the break.
Rick:

· Usually you do where "you take this period of time and do all the cells, and you take this period of time and do all the cells …"
--End--
