
This R Commander walkthrough will guide 
you to:

1. verify your data file

2. import data through the menus

3. display summary statistics

4. make a boxplot

R Commander Basics

BPS 112 - Aram Avila-Herrera



header row

extra 
token

data column

variable name

This data file has

•3 data columns

•1 header row

•3 variable names

•1 extra ``token’’

verify data
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Use your favorite 
text editor 
(Notepad, TextEdit) 
to view the data. 
If you change 
anything, remember 
to save as plain text



import data
start R Commander by typing:
library(Rcmdr)



import data
import text files
(eg. the datasets 

from the class 
website)

import files 
formatted for 

other programs
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import data
This window pops up

tells R how to find data columns

tells R where to find file

does data set have a header?
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If you tell R Commander that your data set has a header:
• make sure that the header names match the data columns
• edit the data file (with Notepad or TextEdit) before importing
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import data

successfully 
imported data set!

data set buttons
•select among imported data 
sets

•edit selected data set

•view selected data set
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summary statistics
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boxplot
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