SYLLABUS

Course Number and Title
SIS 495 – Information Science and the Environment

Course description (catalog description) 
Information Science and the Environment explores the role of information and technology in relation to environmental science and decision making.  It investigates the challenges faced by scientists, policy makers and citizens in acquiring, communicating, using, interpreting, and storing information about our environment. Students from any discipline who are interested in environmental issues are welcome and will benefit from this course. You will learn about: the nature of science and research; environmental visualizations; data collection and the data life cycle; environmental decision making; environmental disasters and information; the importance of metadata; the challenges of archiving and sharing environmental information; geographical information systems; and science communication.  Readings will be made available to students.  There is no required textbook.

Credit hours:  3		Meeting place and Time of class: ___________________

	Instructor:______________________________________________

	Office phone:____________________
	Email address:____________________

	Office location:___________________
	Office hours:______________________



Goals and Objectives

Format of the Course
E.g., lecture, group work, discussion, use of technology, homework, use of Online at UT Blackboard system, etc.

Expectations of Students 
E.g. student participation, turning in assignments on time, prepared with reading assignments, etc. 

Course Materials 
E.g., software tools, calculators, special readings, Blackboard information, etc. 

Grading Procedure 
E.g., Percentage of each assignment, exam, participation, etc.

Quizzes/Exams 
If utilizing quizzes/exams, explain how they factor into grading process

Calendar or Schedule for the Class
Topics covered each day
Due dates for assignments and tests
Final Exam day/time 

Assignments 
Specific and detailed explanation of all assignments
Criteria for evaluation of assignments
How it fits into the overall grading system 

Class Attendance Policy and Make-up Policy 


Extra Credit Policy
I assume this will be deleted due to this being an upper-level class.  However, if extra credit is given, it must be provided for all students. 

Academic Standards of Conduct, Classroom Etiquette & Civility
(See Academic Standards of Conduct, pg. 11).
Respectful of others
Tardiness
Policy for use/non-use of cell phones, iPods, computers, and texting during class 

Example: You need to turn off all cell phones and PDAs at the start of each class. We will carry a cell phone in case of any emergency announcements. If you are using an electronic notebook to take notes, you should not use it for any other purpose during class.

Academic Integrity 
Study, preparation and presentation should involve at all times the student’s own work, unless it has been clearly specified that work is to be a team effort. Academic honesty requires that the student present his or her own work in all academic projects, including tests, papers, homework, and class presentation. When incorporating the work of other scholars and writers into a project, the student must accurately cite the source of that work (from Hilltopics, 2010-2011).


Information regarding Disability Services
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a documented disability or if you have emergency information to share, please contact the Office of Disability Services at 2227 Dunford Hall, 974-6087. This will ensure that you are properly registered for services. http://ods.utk.edu/; ods@utk.edu 


Diversity
The College of Communication and Information recognizes and values diversity. Exposing students to diverse people, ideas and cultures increases opportunities for intellectual inquiry, encourages critical thinking, and enhances communication and information competence. When all viewpoints are heard, thoughtfully considered, and respectfully responded to, everyone benefits. Diversity and fairness unite us with the wider professional and global community.
