Phenol Poisoning – First Aid Treatment

As quickly as possible – follow these instructions


First Steps
1. Summon help & assess environment, do not put yourself in danger
2. Avoid further contamination – put on gloves
3. Remove contaminated clothing, being careful not to contaminate areas previously unaffected (it may be necessary to cut clothing)
4. Wash excess phenol off with copious amounts of water

5. Continue with specific instructions below
Skin Contamination

1. Swab skin (not eyes or mouth) with PEG300/Meths (70:30) solution changing the swabs frequently. Use water if the solution is not available
2. Continue swabbing whilst the casualty is transferred to A&E – Norfolk & Norwich University Hospital
3. Follow further instructions below

P.T.O

 Eye Contamination
1. Irrigate the eye with copious amounts of water or eye wash bottle solution for at least 20 minutes (do not use PEG300/Meths solution)
2. Follow further instructions below

Ingestion 
1. Do Not induce vomiting
2. Do Not dilute the phenol (this will increase absorption)
Inhalation
1. Administer oxygen, if available
Further Instructions
1. Call an ambulance – inform security (x2222) of ambulances destination
2. A phenol MSDS, COSHH sheet & a letter of explanation of the incident must go with the casualty.
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