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Watson & Crick, 1953: discovered the structure of DNA

Oswald Avery, Colin MacLeod, Maclyn McCarty, 1944: discovered that DNA is 
responsible for passing on heritable traits

-Long

-Difficult to read

-No claims of importance

-No confidence in work

You can compare the papers yourself:
http://www.nature.com/nature/dna50/archive.html
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TR responses:

-Has background information.

-States the question experimenters want to answer.

-“To bridge this gap”: explains what the scientists plan to do to address the lack of 
information.

WF responses:

-Highlights something they don’t know: sets up experimental question

-First sentence tells what’s known, not what they did

-Experimental question is stated; strategy is explained.
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TR responses:

-Gives directions of what scientists did.

-Gives sources of materials.

-No explanation about why they performed that experiment.

-No data

-Information given so that an experiment can be replicated.

WF responses:

-Very specific (numbers, amounts); allows reader to replicate experiment

-No interpretation

-Passive voice
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TR responses:

-Does not have analysis, e.g. what the data mean in a larger context.

-Cites a figure.

-Describes the method and the observations from an experiment.

WF responses:

-Last sentence describes the data.

-Refers to the experiment performed.

-Cites figure
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TR responses:

-Not full sentences.

-Starts with a title.

-The letter C refers to one component of a figure.

-Describes the different parts of a figure.

WF responses:

-Contains labels of samples. 

-First phrase is the title.

-Refers to different parts of the figure.
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TR responses:

-Starts with “Analysis…”

-Infers things from the data.

-Points out important results.

-Cites previous papers. 

WF responses:

-Three observations made from experiment

-”Thus”, “likely formed” suggest conclusion

-Attributes importance to certain observations.
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http://www.guernseyop.com/samedaydelivery.html


