The most significant thing for the Berkeley Human Practices Lab regarding the site visit was the NSF’s affirmation that the Human Practices component is integral to SynBERC’s constitution. 

The disposition and training of the majority of the SynBERC scientists, however, leads them to assume that Human Practices should consist of instrumental optimization and public relations. Whilst this is understandable it is our goal to change these dispositions. 

Downstream and technocratic considerations, while sometimes useful and important, certainly cannot provide the goal and substance for an analytically adequate and ethically defensible approach to science and the human good. 

The active initiation and implementation of Human Practices cannot be left to Thrust IV alone. Hence, at this preliminary stage, there is considerable design work that can only happen collaboratively and effectively with the involvement of all involved in SynBERC. 

It is however not clear that all involved in SynBERC either understand or appreciate the rationale behind Thrust IV. As such it is our task to work on explaining why downstream policy considerations, public relations and instrumental optimization, whilst at times necessary are not adequate to the task of SynBERC. 

More crucially it is the task of all involved in the science and engineering Thrusts to reflect on the goals of SynBERC and to make Thrust IV a part of their working practice, just as it is the task of the Human Practices Thrust to learn and reflect on the emergent science and engineering components. 

