Figure Checklist

Creating in illustrator
· Name figure (ex. FigureX_vX.ai)
· Make an Artboard
· Single column 4 cm by 8.5 cm
· Double column 12.5 cm to 17 cm
· Add graphs from prism, matlab, R, etc. or make diagrams/sketches in illustrator
· Export as a vector file

Figure Guidelines
· Choose the appropriate figure format
· Independent and dependent variables 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Line suggests model
· Bar graph is an amount
· A dot plot is a value
· Proper use of colormap
· [bookmark: article1.body1.sec7.p2]Sequential: one variation of a unique color, used for quantitative data varying from low to high.
· Diverging: variation from one color to another, used to highlight deviation from a median value.
· Qualitative: rapid variation of colors, used mainly for discrete or categorical data
· Offset axes when data points will be obscured by being printed over the Y axis
· No line should be less than 0.25pt
· All axes in combination figures are consistent
· Axes include units
· No slanted words
· Figure sections labeled with lowercase letters, ~20pt font 
· Optimum font size in a figure is 7pt
· Arial font unless otherwise stated
· Major ticks should be used to reasonably break up the range of values plotted into integer values
· Figures throughout paper are consistent
· Short section titles possibly used to guide reader through figure 
· All images should be in RGB and at 300 dpi or a higher resolution
· White space is minimized
· All text is additive to figure


Figure Legend
· First sentence functions as the title for the figure (or table) and should clearly indicate what results are shown in the context of the study question
· Summary statistics have been plotted (e.g., mean and SEM), sample sizes, statistical test summaries as they apply
· Cell line studied in the experiment indicated
· Culture parameters or conditions if applicable (temperature, media, etc) and treatments applied
· Specific explanatory information needed to interpret the results shown (in tables, this is frequently done as footnotes) and may include a key to any annotations
· Do not simply restate the axis labels with a "versus" written in between.

Table Guidelines
· Presence of a period after "Table #"
· Legend (sometimes called the caption) is above the table
· Units are specified in column headings wherever appropriate
· Lines of demarcation are used to set legend, headers, data, and footnotes apart from one another
· Footnotes used to clarify points in the table, to convey repetitive information about entries, or to denote statistical differences among groups
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