Grad Schools:
· Start Browsing Schools and Research Areas. Begin in the summer looking at different programs and try to determine what area of research interests you most.  

· Take the GRE. The math is SAT level stuff – nothing scary. The verbal is significantly harder than the SAT. Engineers are typically expected to score in the upper 700s in math and at least 500 on the verbal. I would recommend spending about a month preparing with one of the GRE prep books.

· Ask Professors about Schools. Get the opinion of professors here on your possible choices.  Many will have gone there for some of their schooling and will know these people.

· Contact Professors. Start contacting professors whose work seems interesting in September – October.  Send a brief e-mail stating your interests and plans.  Mention some specific part of their research you find interesting.  Attach a resume.  Ask if they will have positions open and funding available.

· Pick Schools Based on Advisors.  Choose schools to apply to by the number of possible advisors at each school.  This is the person you will be spending the next five years with so make sure their research is interesting, they will be staying (i.e. have or are close to having tenure), and you can get along with them.

· Same Rules Apply for Essays, Recommendations, and other Materials as for Scholarships.

· Essay:

· Be specific in your career and research goals. Even if you’re not sure exactly, have definite goals for the future. Describe the current state of the field of research you’re interested in and state how your research goals will impact this.

· Say why you chose the school. Cite research facilities, professors you spoke to (i.e. drop names), rankings, medical school collaborations, etc.

· State how undergraduate work supports goals.  Describe how your classes, awards, activities, etc. fit into your long-term goals.  Describe in detail what you learned from your research, not just scientific results, but personal skills too.

· Apply for Fellowships.  These not only give you extra money, they allow you to go to any school and work for whoever you want since you will have your own funding.

· Make Sure the Application is Received.  If you don’t receive some kind of confirmation saying your application is complete, contact someone in the department and ask before the deadline to make sure they have everything.

· Stay in Touch.  After submitting your application, stay in touch with the professors you are interested in.

· Talk to Current Grad Students.  They are usually very willing to answer your questions and are the best people to ask about living at these different places as well as what the lab atmosphere is like.

· Spring Trips.  The schools where you are accepted pay for you to visit to help convince you to come there.  Free airfare, food, and entertainment for a weekend. Good Deal!  Talk to as many people you can on these trips – profs, current grad students, other visiting students (make sure they’re your type of people since you’ll be seeing a lot of them).  Your head will be spinning when you’re done, but it helped me a lot in the decision-making process.

· Choosing an Advisor.  Different profs have different styles. Try to figure out if you work best with someone who is always around, someone who is never around, or someone somewhere in between.  See if they are well-funded.  Find out when they expect their students to work.  Asking current grad students about these things is a good idea.

