iGEM 
Sally is just working in her lab when DD comes running in waving a piece of paper.
DD: Sally, have you heard about this competition? It’s called iGEM. I don’t know much about it, but a friend gave me a flyer for it and I think my bacterial bubble may be just the break through idea that I’ll need to win this year. 
SS: Well, firstly, no running in the laboratory. But I’m glad to see you came to visit me. (She puts down her instruments and sits down at an empty bench space and pulls out a chair for DD). I’ve heard about iGEM. I think it is a great way to get young scientists and engineers thinking together and making great progress in the actual engineering, not hacking, of biological systems. And I thought you were done with bacterial bubbles. (Maybe an imagination bubble from Systems Sally with the bacterial balloon floating up in it so that people know what Device Dude’s idea is, incase they haven’t read the comic book)
DD: Well, the flyer was just printed from the internet or something, but I think I should join! 
SS: Let’s talk about it. What does the flyer say? 

DD: It states that iGEM stands for International Genetically Engineered Machine Competition. The competition started in 2004 and it was designed from a class developed at MIT in 2003 for their Independent Activities Period, their winter session or short term. Last year there were more than thirty entries, but with your help, I think I can beat all of this year’s!
SS: The question posted on this sheet appears rather straight forward, what do you think about it? (zoom into “flyer” and have Sally read the question) Can simple biological systems be built from standard, interchangeable parts and operate in living cells? Or is biology simply too complicated to be engineered in this way? 
DD: Yes, I think we can build biological systems from parts. Biology is not too complicated for me. (maybe a type of overconfident/under informed/arrogant voice, zoom in again to reinforce question/goals both verbally and visually.) The flyer also states that the goals are to enable systematic engineering of biology, promote open and transparent development of tools for engineering biology, and help construct a society that can productively apply biological technology. But how can we get started and help make engineering systematic? I mean if we’re not going to use my bubble idea, what else could we possibly use? And what should our standard, interchangeable part be? Actually, do we have to make those? 

SS: You’ve asked a lot of questions; let’s start with the first one. I believe the competition is for undergraduates and their mentors/teachers, traditionally. But maybe we can work something out where you could help a team, or we could just work as an independent group, along side them. As for ideas and implementation, that’s the entire purpose of the competition. The parts are numerous and we won’t just be using one if you are thinking seriously about this. The Registry of Standard Biological Parts is a great resource with many, many parts already designed but if we design our own, we should add it/them to the Registry; maybe others will find our parts useful too. 
DD: Ok, Ok. Let’s just look at ideas from last year: pleasant smelling bacteria, a bacterial night-light, a DNA drug delivery system, and one team even made up bacterial freeze tag! We should get started right now if we want to beat all the new ideas for this year!
SS: Alright well let’s brainstorm for a little while before I have to get back to work. How does that sound? 

DD: Good! Can you show me this Registry? Maybe that will help us find good parts to use!

SS: Good idea, Device Dude. Let’s start there. (show the computer screen of the registry main page and fade out, maybe faded voices, for instance “wow!” “I like that, could we use that?” or more basic like Sally saying, “this is where you’ll be able to search”)
